
T
h
e

p
u
rp

o
se

o
f

th
is

g
u
id

e
C

hildren
of

today
are

increasingly
using

Inform
ation

&
C

om
m

unication
Technology

(IC
T)

in
schools

and
in

the
hom

e.

T
h

is
g

u
id

e
exp

lain
s:

●
H

ow
your

children
are

using
IC

T
in

school.
●

H
ow

using
IC

T
in

the
hom

e
can

help
children

to
learn.

●
H

ow
children

can
use

the
Internet

safely
at

hom
e.

●
W

here
to

access
further

inform
ation.

C
h
ild

ren
,

IC
T

&
e-S

afety
Inform

ation
for

parents
and

carers

U
sin

g
th

e
In

tern
et

safely
at

h
o
m

e
W

hilstm
any

InternetS
ervice

Providers
offer

filtering
system

s
and

tools
to

help
you

safeguard
your

child
athom

e,itrem
ains

surprisingly
easy

for
children

to
access

inappropriate
m

aterial
including

unsuitable
text,pictures

and
m

ovies.Parents
are

advised
to

setthe
security

levels
w

ithin
InternetExplorer

or
other

brow
sers

w
ith

this
in

m
ind.Locating

the
com

puter
in

a
fam

ily
area

w
here

possible,nota
bedroom

w
illenable

you
to

supervise
your

son
or

daughter
as

they
use

the
Internet.A

lso
consider

m
obile

phones
and

gam
es

consoles
and

other
devices

thatcan
access

the
internet.H

ow
ever,don’tdeny

them
the

opportunity
to

learn
from

and
enjoy

the
w

ide
variety

ofm
aterialand

gam
es

available
on

the
Internet.Instead

discuss
w

ith
them

som
e

sim
ple

rules
for

keeping
safe

online
and

m
aking

sure
they

understand
their

im
portance.

U
sin

g
th

ese
ru

les
S

o
m

e
u
sefu

l
w

eb
sites

S
im

p
le

ru
les

fo
r

k
eep

in
g

yo
u
r

ch
ild

safe
To

keep
your

child
safe

they
should:

●
ask

perm
ission

before
using

the
Internet

and
discuss

w
hat

w
ebsites

they
are

using
●

only
use

w
ebsites

you
have

chosen
together

or
a

child
friendly

search
engine

●
only

em
ailpeople

they
know

,(w
hy

not
consider

setting
up

an
address

book?)
●

ask
perm

ission
before

opening
an

em
ailsent

by
som

eone
they

don’t
know

●
not

use
their

realnam
e

w
hen

using
gam

es
or

w
ebsites

on
the

Internet,(create
a

nick
nam

e)
●

never
give

out
any

personalinform
ation

about
them

selves,friends
or

fam
ily

online
including

hom
e

address,phone
or

m
obile

num
ber

●
never

arrange
to

m
eet

som
eone

they
have

‘m
et’on

the
Internet

w
ithout

talking
to

an
adult

first;alw
ays

take
an

adult
and

m
eet

in
a

public
place

●
never

tellsom
eone

they
don’t

know
w

here
they

go
to

schoolor
post

any
pictures

of
them

selves
in

schooluniform
●

only
use

a
w

ebcam
w

ith
people

they
know

●
tellyou

im
m

ediately
if

they
see

anything
they

are
unhappy

w
ith.

G
o

through
these

rules
w

ith
your

child
and

pin
them

up
near

to
the

com
puter.It

is
also

a
good

idea
to

regularly
check

the
Internet

sites
your

child
is

visiting
e.g.by

clicking
on

H
istory

and
Favourites.Please

reassure
your

child
that

you
w

ant
to

keep
them

safe
rather

than
take

Internet
access

aw
ay

from
them

.
C

reate
a

dialogue
and

a
relationship

of
m

utualrespect
as

far
as

the
Internet

is
concerned.

For
further

inform
ation

go
to:

C
E
O

P
:w

w
w

.ceop.gov.uk
T
h
in

k
U

K
n
o
w

:w
w

w
.thinkuknow

.co.uk
C

h
ild

n
et:

w
w

w
.childnet-int.org

W
hen

searching
the

Internetw
e

recom
m

end
you

use
one

ofthe
follow

ing
child

friendly
search

engines:
A

sk
Jeeves

fo
r

k
id

s:
w

w
w

.askkids.com
Y
ah

o
o

!
K

id
s:

w
w

w
.kids.yahoo.com

C
B

B
C

S
earch

:
w

w
w

.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/search
K

id
sclick

:
w

w
w

.kidsclick.org
N

atio
n

al
E

d
u

catio
n

N
etw

o
rk

:
w

w
w

.nen.gov.uk/tandl

S
ponsored

by

REPO
RT

A
BU

SE

C
o
n
tact:

esafetyofficer@
kent.gov.uk



H
o
w

yo
u
r

ch
ild

u
ses

IC
T

at
sch

o
o
l

H
o
w

yo
u

can
h
elp

yo
u
r

ch
ild

at
h
o
m

e

IC
T

is
notjustaboutusing

a
com

puter.Italso
includes

the
use

ofcontrollable
toys,

digitalcam
eras

and
everyday

equipm
entsuch

as
a

tape
recorder

or
D

V
D

player.

C
hildren

can
be

helped
to

develop
their

IC
T

skills
at

hom
e

by:

●
w

riting
a

letter
to

a
relative

●
sending

an
em

ailto
a

friend

●
draw

ing
a

picture
on

screen

●
using

the
Internet

to
research

a
class

topic

●
planning

a
route

w
ith

a
controllable

toy

●
using

interactive
gam

es.

A
selection

of
com

panies
offer

schoolsoftw
are

for
use

at
hom

e.

H
o
w

learn
in

g
at

h
o
m

e
w

ith
IC

T
b
en

efits
ch

ild
ren

H
om

e
use

of
IC

T
by

children:

●
im

proves
their

IC
T

skills
●

offers
them

choice
in

w
hat

they
learn

and
how

they
learn

it
●

supports
hom

ew
ork

and
revision

●
im

proves
the

presentation
of

their
w

ork
●

connects
learning

at
schoolw

ith
learning

at
hom

e
●

m
akes

learning
m

ore
fun.

A
llthis

can
lead

to
better

perform
ance

at
schooland

an
im

proved
standard

of
w

ork.For
further

inform
ation

go
to:

P
aren

ts
C

en
tre:

w
w

w
.parentscentre.gov.uk/usingcom

putersandtheinternet.

From
the

m
enu

choose
either

Links
by

topic
or

Links
by

age
for

details
of

w
ebsites

that
w

illsupport
children’s

learning.

B
en

efits
o
f

u
sin

g
IC

T
at

h
o
m

e

H
o

w
w

e
k

n
o

w
th

at
u

sin
g

IC
T

at
h

o
m

e
can

h
elp

M
any

studies
have

looked
at

the
benefits

of
having

access
to

a
com

puter
and/or

the
Internet

at
hom

e.H
ere

are
som

e
of

the
key

findings:

●
used

effectively,IC
T

can
im

prove
children’s

achievem
ent

●
using

IC
T

at
hom

e
and

at
schooldevelops

skills
for

life

●
children

w
ith

supportive
and

involved
parents

and
carers

do
better

at
school

●
children

enjoy
using

IC
T

●
using

IC
T

provides
access

to
a

w
ider

and
m

ore
flexible

range
of

learning
m

aterials.

IC
T

in
schools

is
taught

as
a

subject
in

its
ow

n
right

and
also

supports
children’s

learning
in

other
subjects,including

English
and

m
athem

atics.W
ithin

IC
T

lessons
children

learn
to

use
a

w
ide

range
of

IC
T

including:

W
o

rd
P

ro
cessin

g
to

w
rite

stories,poem
s

or
letters

D
atab

ases
to

record
inform

ation,e.g.m
inibeasts

S
p

read
sh

eets
to

create
tables,charts

and
graphs

D
esk

to
p

P
u

b
lish

in
g

to
design

posters,leaflets
or

cards

M
u

ltim
ed

ia
P

resen
tatio

n
to

present
text,pictures,sound

and
video

D
raw

in
g

P
ro

g
ram

s
to

create
pictures

and
designs

In
tern

et
an

d
C

D
-R

O
M

s
to

find
inform

ation

E
m

ail
to

contact
children

and
teachers

in
another

school

D
ig

ital
C

am
eras

to
record

w
hat

they
have

done
in

class
or

on
a

visit

E
lectro

n
ic

S
en

so
rs

to
record

changes
in

light,sound
and

tem
perature

C
o

n
tro

llab
le

R
o

b
o

ts
to

give
instructions

and
m

ake
som

ething
happen

S
im

u
latio

n
s

to
explore

realand
im

aginary
situations

W
eb

site
P

u
b

lish
in

g
to

present
ideas

over
the

Internet

V
id

eo
C

o
n

feren
cin

g
to

share
ideas

or
ask

an
expert.


