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To improve the quality and effectiveness of
homework tasks

To extend learning by linking homework to
activities completed in the classroom.

To make homework something that children
can take control of, actively engage with and
take pride in.



I CAN'T COME OUT. | HAVE TO HELP
MY DAD WITH MY HOMEWORK.”
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“I couldn’t do my homework because my
computer has a virus and so do all
my pencils and pens.”
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I TOLD MY TEACHER THE DOG ATE MY HOME WORK.
SHE WANTSE TO HAVE THE DOG XRAYED.'




“Well, here we go again. ... Did anyone here not eat

- his or her homework on the wa‘ to school?” -
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"I TURNED IN MY HOMEWORK TWO DAYS LATE,
BUT NORMALLY IT'S FOUR PAYS LATE,
SO TECHNICALLY IT'S EARLY Y
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“With so little free time, you have to learn to
multi-task your TV watching, ipod listening,
and texting with your homework.”




The benefit of thinking skills

Scan 1, act of memorising (visual images).

Scan 2, act of recall

Scans 3 and 4, Processing information,
comparison, decision making.

The results of the experiment were reported in November 2000




So, what d@‘rhe Brain
Builder books
look like?

This system is used in many schools up
and down the country with huge success
and positive comments from children,
parents and teachers....they are as good
as the children want them to be....




I am learning
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Brain Builders will come home on a day set by
the class teacher, to be returned to school
the following fortnight, when they will be
shared in class and seen by teachers

Some suggested activities and ways to
approach the task will be offered - this will be

at a level that reflects the age and needs of
the individual child

The rest is down to you and your child!



Brain Builder
Learning to tell the time

Make something that someone
else could use fo learn to tell

the time. It could be a clock,
a game, a poster, a leaflet, a
set of instructions or anything
else you can think of.



Give children time to talk about what they have
to do - just the process of explaining and
discussing the task will help your child to
understand.

Offer ideas on how to present the work.

Give children a space to work which is away from
other distractions.



Give homework a high status in your house and
make it a priority.
Try to set aside specific homework

times/evenings - and make time to work with
your child.

Ensure that some days are homework free.
Reward excellent work.

Remind your child that there may not be a
‘finished point’



We will be encouraging the children to be as
creative with their homework as possible.
They can complete these tasks in any way they
want to as long as it is broadly based on the
theme of the Brain Builder.

The children can do as many or as few of
these suggestions as they wish, or they can
make up their own.



For example, they could draw pictures, label
them, take photographs, write lists, stick in food
labels, research from books or the internet - or
anything else that they can think of.



They can display their work in

their book as they wish - painted, coloured
pencils, collage and they can include any work
they would like to - poems, stories, information,
plays, facts, instructions, interviews with family
members, lift the flaps, pockets with letters in,
pictures cut out from newspapers and magazines
and so on



Borrow books from the school library

Use the Internet if you have it

(or your child could ask to use it at school)
Look at the world around!!

Ask your child’s class teacher!



The aim of this work is to
encourage the children to become

more independent and motivated in their own
learning and also to enable them to make links in
their learning.

Adult input is encouraged but please don’t do the
work for them! Rather; prompt, guide, suggest
and help the children to research.




Brain Builders are a partnership between school
and home. For them to be effective everybody
needs to be working towards a common aim.
Good quality homework will help us to achieve
‘Success for all’.

Pupils will be given a Brainbuilder book and their

first task will be to make a cover for it.....a
unique book for their unique learning journey



Children will;

Be proud of their learning
Be eager to share
Develop learning life skills



